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We pray that our Lord will bless those listed, as well 
as those in your heart, with a sense of peace and  

assurance through the abiding presence of  
God's Spirit. 

<We offer our prayers for Kate Troutman, Lottie & Paul Gregory, Phyllis Rasmussen, 
Christine Ogden, Kelly Gheen, Jean Sullivan, Walter Burke, Bobby Mitchell, Mike 
Pappan, Vivian Smetana, Margaret Clark-Smith, Hope Williams, Fran Hardesty, Guy 
Hanson, Bruce Richardson, Bill Orchard, Ron Olinger, Ed Johnson, the Curtis Ivey 
family, Earl Westphal, Ed Lenz, Sr., Hazel Winters, Melanie Smith, Kip At Lee III, 
Ichiko Lee, Shannon Wrightman, Tom Oves, Hank Banks, Ellen Cooper, the Sañchez 
family, Wesley Truslow, Samuel & Isabelle Mohr, Carson Burroughs, Jenny Savage. 

Prayer Chain: Contact Bill At Lee at billatlee@comcast.net .  

Holy Week Services 
7:00 p.m. — Maundy Thursday, April 5 
7:00 p.m. — Good Friday, April 6 
7:30 p.m. — Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 7 
 
 

Easter Morning Services  

 6:30 a.m.—Sunrise Service 
 9:00 a.m.—Traditional Service 
 10:15 a.m.—Sunday School 
 11:15 a.m.—Contemporary Service 
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Reverend Gregory Gaertner 
Pager: 410-495-0449   Cell: 202-669-9027   Home: 443-486-4675    

Office: 410-257-5683  —  pastor@saintnicholaslutheran.org  

Lost and Found in Holy Week 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled 
away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. 
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 
clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their 
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.   Luke 24:1-5  

Easter, Holy Week and especially the 
Great Three Days (Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and the Easter Vigil) form the pivot 
around which the Christian year turns.  As 
long as I can remember, Easter has meant new 
clothes and flowers and eggs and candy.  As I 
grew, it came also to include a deeper under-
standing of the narrative that underlay the fes-
tivities.  The more I understood, the more I 
lost myself and found myself in that narrative.  
Take a moment to recall with me your memo-
ries of Holy Week services. 

Palm Sunday in my memory was all joy-
ous parade, waving palms and shouting ho-
sanna.  Only later did I come to see it as a 
symbol of human shallowness and misunder-
standing.  As I became able to appreciate 
irony, I could better appreciate Palm Sunday. 

As I got older, I began to attend the other 
observances during Holy Week.  In part, I at-
tended more services because I was in the 
choir.  This is a good reason for young people 
to be in the choir – they become exposed to 
the full range of Christian worship and liturgy.  
I could never figure out what was “good” 
about Good Friday when I attended the service 
as a child.  The service seemed so bleak and 
so sad.  Again, as I grew I came to understand 
my own sin and brokenness as part of the “sin-
sick world” that crucified our Lord.  Now I 
could participate in the fear and the waiting – 
what had we done and what would God do?  
And so the layers of meaning for the Good 
Friday worship grew and deepened. 

I didn’t begin attending Maundy Thurs-
day services until I was an adult.  At first I 
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 Lost and Found in Holy Week ( continued) 

was put off by the intimacy of footwashing, 
the bleakness of the stripping of the altar.  
Now I see the Maundy Thursday service as a 
kind of a response to Palm Sunday.  Palm 
Sunday tells us the Messiah the people had in 
mind -- a hero, a warrior king who would kick 
out the Romans.  The Messiah of Maundy 
Thursday is the Messiah God had in mind, a 
servant, humble and loving.  The contrast il-
lustrates the gulf between us and the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

It was only when I began seminary that I 
came to see the Easter Vigil as the crown 
jewel of the Great Three Days.  More than any 
other observance, for me, the Vigil captures 
the experience of the early church.  It traces 
the despair and the hope of the disciples that 
Holy Saturday.  Robbed of their Messiah, 
hunted by Rome, left to their own devices, 
they sat in the dark, recounting the promises 
of God and praying for deliverance.  Then re-
lying on those promises, they baptized, trust-
ing God to fulfill God’s part.  In a blaze of 
light, God seizes the Victory, conquering 
death and offering Resurrection life to those 
Christ has claimed as his own. 

I hope that as you’ve read this you have 
been thinking about your own Holy Week ex-
periences – I’d love to hear them!  My point is 
that like a beautiful and complex artistic crea-
tion, the observances of Holy Week offer 
something to every age.  When we are young, 
Palm Sunday and Easter are feasts for the 
senses, with music and flowers, candy and 
new clothes.  As we grow and mature, the 
days unfold and reveal more of themselves 
and the narrative of divine initiative and hu-

man response, from Palm Sunday to Maundy 
Thursday, from Good Friday to Easter Sun-
day.  As we grow, Holy Week grows with us – 
we come to see that Easter is not complete 
without Good Friday and moving directly 
from Palm/Passion Sunday to Easter cuts short 
a personal and community journey. 

Come to the observances of Holy Week 
and bring your children, so that by participat-
ing in the worship the Great Three Days, they 
can grow in their faith and find a place in the 
Story that is the narrative of Christ’s Victory 
and our hope. 
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Reverend Wendy Deeben 
Office 410-257-5683  

associatepastor@saintnicholaslutheran.org  

AAA Road Servants 

“But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when 
he saw him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.  
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him.” Luke 10:33-34 

The final piece to Frogs without Legs is some-
thing called AAA Road Servants.  AAA Road 
servants are people who make the five princi-
ples of faith formation and the four keys of 
nurturing faith come alive.  These people are 
authentic, available, and affirming of all peo-
ple. 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us 
how to be this AAA Road Servant.  The Sa-
maritan helps a man, who most likely would 
have been considered an enemy, without hesi-
tating.  This poor man was passed by two oth-
ers before the Samaritan came upon him.   The 
Samaritan was authentic, available, and af-
firming of the man along the road.  He was 
authentic.  He knew that the man needed care 
and he provided it.  He was available.  He 

changed his plans to help the man.  He was 
affirming.  He affirmed that this man needed 
to be helped because his life had value. 
 
Authenticity is when one has integrity, charac-
ter, and a willingness to strive to improve.  
Those who are authentic forgive others and 
know that they too need forgiveness.  We can 
be authentic for each other, for the youth and 
children in this congregation.  We can be our-
selves and get to know one another and know 
that we are all part of God’s family.  We can 
lean on each other, which leads to availability. 
 
Availability is extremely important for our 
children, youth, and adults.  Availability for 
the four keys (caring conversation, devotions, 
service, and rituals and traditions) is the way 
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  AAA Road Servants ( continued) 

to nurture the faith that gets lost in hectic schedules.  Availability for each other and for our chil-
dren and youth is essential for faith formation. 
 
Lastly, to be an AAA Road servant means that one is affirming.  Affirmation goes a long way in 
passing on the faith and making a person feel valued.  We need to know that we are committed to 
each other and to our children and youth.  Affirming one another is a wonderful way for others to 
show us gifts that we cannot see for ourselves. 
 
Authenticity, Availability, and Affirmation are important in nurturing the faith.  We are important 
to each other in passing on the faith as AAA Road Servants. 

 
 
         Pastor Wendy 
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Ministry Of Administration 
Mission: To ensure the business and administrative activities of the church are conducted in an 
efficient and effective manner and to ensure the physical plant and grounds are properly developed 
and maintained. 
Sponsor:  OPEN 
Council Liaisons:  Bob Finlayson—410-414-5061; fivefins@comcast.net 

      Walter Merz –410-257-5464; waltmerz@comcast.net 

At our congregational meeting on January 28th, I made the comment that we have been 
blessed, and now we are challenged.  We have the associate pastor position as part of our normal 
mode of operations.  At times, I find it hard to believe that a mere seven months have passed since 
Pastor Wendy came on board.  New members have joined us.  Council continues to work on the 
current edition of the church's Key Initiatives.  New Council members are striving to climb the 
learning curve for understanding our leadership role in the congregation.  New sponsors and staff 
are becoming more comfortable with their roles and the programs they oversee.  Veteran Council 
members and sponsors and staff continue to give generously of their time and talents.  In addition 
to all this, we worship.  Yes, we have been blessed. 

So where does the challenge come into play?  All of our positions and programs must be fi-
nancially supported.  The costs of the associate pastor are far greater than those of the interns we 
previously hosted.  The programs we wish to implement cost more in 2007 dollars than in 2004 
dollars.  The general expenses of the building are more just as the utility expenses in our own 
homes are more.  We want to get the North Wing built.  Yet our financial support for what we say 
we want is lagging.  Council is having some very sober conversations about our current operating 
income and expenses.  This time we cannot simply say that we always come out ahead at the end 
of the year.  In 2006, we didn't.  January and February of this year we haven't.  And we MUST!!!  
So, we are challenged. 

The initial challenge amounts to a Starbucks coffee and a dessert at a restaurant each week.  
If the 161 active giving units (see last month's article) redirected what so easily gets charged to a 
credit card to actual cash for our weekly offering plate, the sentence above "And we MUST!!!" 
will become "And we ARE!!!" 

A one - two punch indeed... 

Ann Wolfgang 

Council President 
(Next month) 
 Part 2:  Sorry, we don't accept Discover, MasterCard, Visa, or American Express... 

A One - Two Punch...(Part I) 
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Sunday, April 15, is the deadline for contributions to  the MAY edition of  Nicholas 
News.  Please send articles, announcements, photos, dates for the calendar, anything that should 
be shared to me at the email address below.  There is also a mailbox slot in the church office. 

Editor,  
Linda Gaertner 

linda.gaertner@comcast.net 

May Newsletter Deadline 

Ministry of Administration 

A Look at Our Stewardship  
Attendance: 2/18 2/25 3/4 3/11 
7:45 a.m. 19 20 26 19 
9:00 a.m. 103 115 103 97 
11:15 a.m. 74 54 76 42 
Total 196 189 205 158 
          
Sunday School 111 84 92 67 

Finances   February Year to Date 
Operating Income   $26,446 $50,947 
Operating Expenses $36,388 $64,316 
Difference   -$9,942 -$13,369 
        
Designated Receipts $5,719 $7,498 
Building Fund Receipts $9,577 $19,383 



9 

Ministry of Administration 

Leadership Retreat I & II Summary                         
 "Growth and Focus Areas - 2007" (name change from "Key Initiatives") 
1)  Strengthening Social Ministry and Outreach  

Need: --Saint Nicholas would like to be a church where each member commits not just his/
her treasure, but also time and talents. 

 --Active participation in and awareness of the ministries of the church will strengthen 
our church body, increase fellowship, and contribute to the spiritual growth and 
health of our membership. 

 --Fostering the leadership potential of both youth and adults should be a priority to 
ensure the well-being of our ministry and outreach programs. 

Solution:  Working Committees have been established to identify service opportunities, to high-
light existing ministries and to develop servant leaders/disciples within the congregation for these 
ministries. 
2)  Enriching Worship and Music 

Need:   Many people who do not currently attend may never have attended church regularly.  
Others have been away from church for a variety of reasons.  We would like to be 
able to welcome people who recognize a need in their lives but who may be searching 
for a less formal experience than a Sunday morning worship service. 

Solution:  Working Committee has been established to define and develop a seeker service and 
will report back in September. 
3)  Strengthening Fellowship Opportunities 

This area has been part of key initiatives for several years.  We need to redefine, articulate 
and intentionally address this focus area.  The necessary discussion will be addressed at a fall re-
treat. 
4) Growth and Focus Areas Going Forward 
Near-term: --Renew our commitment to developing "Disciples" 

--Increase intergenerational activities 
--Create an elevated and sustained enthusiasm of the youth (middle school, high 
school, young adults) 

3-5 Years: --Initiate a Preaching Point at Solomons 
--Establish a position of Director of Music (not the same as sponsor, choir direc-
tor, or Sing & Rejoice team leader) 



March Council Meeting Highlights 
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Ministry of Administration 

2007 Council Members:  Rev. Gregory Gaertner, Pastor; Rev Wendy Deeben, Associate  
    Pastor; Ann Wolfgang, President; Eileen Roseto, Vice President; 
    Jean Malo, Secretary; Paul Butz, Treasurer;  Kathy Clark, Bob  
    Finlayson, Christy Lewis, Walter Merz, Bill Poole, John Regner 

The March council meeting began at 7:30p.m. on Wednesday, March 14, 2007 with medita-
tion and prayer.  First on the agenda was the 2006 audit report presented by Andreas Dangin. 
Council will be reviewing the report to determine what recommendations will be implemented in 
Saint Nicholas procedures. The council would like to thank the audit committee, Paul Campell, 
Andreas Dangin, and Jennifer Card, for their excellent work.  

John Hofmann presented his monthly update of progress on the North Wing building project 
and provided the council with an updated North Wing finance plan. The architect has completed 
the plans and John will be collecting them and forwarding to several contractors for bidding. The 
plans will also be made available for everyone’s viewing pleasure.  

The Council President, in accordance with the church's constitution, by-laws, and continuing 
resolutions, appointed an ad hoc personnel committee to review the position of Director of Out-
door Center.  Committee members are Ann Wolfgang, Walter Merz, Christy Lewis, Pastor Greg 
and Pastor Wendy.  A recommendation will be presented to the Council at the April meeting. 
  

Council is reviewing a draft of the Leadership Retreats I & II “Growth and Focus Areas – 
2007” (formally known as Key Initiatives). Once completed, the summary will be posted for the 
congregation.  

Our very productive meeting was adjourned at 8:55 with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Blessings, 
Jean Malo 
Council Secretary 

New Initiative – The Preservation and Storage of Historical Records 
It has come to the council’s attention that it may be time to consider gathering and pro-
tecting our historical information.  We are fortunate to have a historian and preservationist 
as a member of our congregation.  John Deeben (Pastor Wendy’s husband) has put to-
gether a proposal to help us begin this process. 

The first step we would like to take is to find out: 
Who has what and where is it currently stored? 
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Ministry of Administration 

Spring Planting 
Want to get down and dirty for an hour or two?   I'm looking for a couple 
of persons to help out planting flowers on the church property. It will 
probably be sometime in early May, depending on the weather.  We will be 
planting by the road sign, around the plaza and the flowerbeds along the 
edge of the parking lot.  Flowers will be supplied, so just bring planting 
tools (I also recommend something to kneel on).  The day can be flexible - 
early evening or a Saturday - we can work out a time that's convenient.  If 

you're willing to help, please let me know sometime during April.  (My back and knees thank you 
in advance) 

            Carol Blatt  
301-855-4589  or 410-257-5340 

Check Your Financial Statements 
 
Your statement listing your contributions to Saint Nicholas through March 31, 2007, is avail-

able in the narthex for you to pick up and review.  Please note that the IRS rules have changed for 
2007.  The way I understand it, if a contribution is not formally documented, you cannot declare it 
as a charitable contribution on your 2007 income taxes.  This tax law change makes it more im-
portant for you to closely review the statement.  Please pick it up and look it over closely.  If you 
have any problems or questions with your statement, please contact Tom Blatt immediately. 

Tom Blatt 

Financial Secretary 
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Ministry Of Christian Education  
Mission: To provide Bible study and spiritual growth opportunities to 
encourage fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ.  
Director:   Erika Demme -  410-495-8414; ed38@comcast.net 
Council Liaisons:  Bill Poole—410-257-7293 

      John Regner — 301-599-8491 

It’s VBS Time! 

Every fish in the sea is 
welcome at the Great Bible 
Reef! Join us as we explore 
all of God’s creation under 
the sea. 

Plan this summer for a 
great adventure that in-
cludes crafts, games, sto-
ries, music and more! 

Adults, Middle School 
Youth and Senior High 
Youth are encouraged to 
volunteer and support this 
activity. If you can help, 
please attend the planning 
meeting on Tuesday, April 
17 at 7:00 p.m.  

Mark your calendars for July 16 – 20 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 

We have some GREAT youth at Saint Nicholas and would like to share their accomplish-
ments with the congregation. When you have some good news about one of our youth please 
share it with Pastor Wendy or Erika Demme. 
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Ministry of Christian Education 

Confirmation – Important Dates  
 

March 31 - Church Spring Cleaning & Set-up for Easter Egg Hunt 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
* Lunch will be provided by the Church    

April 1 & 15 - Confirmation Class 
April 23 - 8th grade visit to the Bishop 
May 6 - Confirmation Class 
May 19 - Mini-retreat 
                  9:30 -10:30 8th grade exam 
                  10:30 – 3:30 Mini-retreat , lunch will be provided 
May 27   Affirmation of Baptism at the 9:00 service with reception following 
 

Calling All 4TH, 5TH, and 6TH Graders!   
Metro DC Synod is sponsoring SHEMA – an event for 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.  The theme of 

the event is JOY.  The event takes place on Sunday, April 29th from 3-6 p.m. at Lutheran Church 
of the Abiding Presence, Burke, VA.  The cost of the event is $10.  For more information and a 
permission slip, please see Pastor Wendy.  Permission slips and money are due to Pastor Wendy 
no later than Sunday, April 1st.  Also, if you are willing to drive, please let Pastor Wendy know.  

 
Adult Education Opportunities 

 

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
We are currently studying the Acts of the Apostles. Our informal study style makes it easy to join 
us at any time, so put 9:30AM Wednesdays on your calendar and come see what our Bible study 
is like. 
 

Sunday Exchange 
 Join us for a stimulating discussion of the day’s lessons and sermon as we gather for The Sunday 
Exchange where we welcome you to drop-in during the Sunday School hour. The group meets at 
the conference table in the fellowship hall. 
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Ministry of Christian Education 

A Shekinah Story  
As first-time attendees at the D.C. Synod event for 7th and 8th graders, Sophia Franzak and I 

are quite tired, but spiritually lifted, from our fun-filled weekend. The event consisted of large 
group time, small group time, activities time, and worship. Our spiritual faith was definitely 
“flexed” over the weekend, including our physical abilities and mental strength.  

Of the sixteen youth from our congregation who attended, none were paired up in the same 
small group or activity group, so they were able to meet many of the other 250 total participants 
from Virginia, Maryland, and D.C. The location was beautiful, but I know the eighth-grade girls 
would have enjoyed another bathroom/dressing area for their use. Also we all would have liked 
some more hot water and relaxation time, but the awesome band and very motivational pastor for 
the event kept us all going. Also a visit and worship service including Bishop Schneider definitely 
recharged us.  

Be sure to ask a youth to share a song, like “Pharaoh, Pharaoh” or the “Dum Dum Didi Hand 
Jive” or a prayer yoga stance with you! Or ask them about the friends they made and the parts of 
their faith they shared. And parents of youth going into 7th or 8th grade, I highly recommend you 
volunteer to chaperone; it was a very spiritually moving and educational weekend for all the 
adults in attendance. Spending a weekend with middle schoolers definitely gives you the energy 
needed to want to grow in your spiritual faith.   

Thanks to Pastor Wendy for organizing our attendance and participating with us. We all 
walked away with a better understanding of our faith, new friends, and the “Strength and Tools to 
want to Flex Our Faith, and to “Put on Our Armor and Go Out in the World and Share Our 
Faith!” 

 
Sarah Winter-Kolbe 

2007 Shekinah Small Group Leader 
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Ministry Of Evangelism And Outreach  
Mission : To commit ourselves to sharing the Good News, to nurturing others to do the 
same, to showing that God's house at Saint Nicholas is a warm, safe, and secure place 
where all may grow in their faith life with Christ. 
 
Sponsor: Cherise Ross - 410-586-3819; cherise@cheriseross.com  
Council Liaison: Christy Lewis –410-326-9306; lewis@calvertnet.k12.md.us 

 

With the forthcoming Easter service, let us take a moment to consider the numerous interac-
tions that we have in our hectic lives. In the course of a week, you could potentially extend an 
invitation to worship at Saint Nicholas to friends, co-workers, neighbors, PTA members, sporting 
events parents, service providers, and plenty of others!  

 
 It’s as “easy as pie” quiche . . . to invite another to join us for worship on Easter Sunday.  

Invite A Friend 

EGG QUICHE 
Take 4 eggs and add 1 1/3 cups half and half, a pinch of cayenne pep-
per, 1/3 teaspoon nutmeg, salt and pepper to taste.  Beat together.  
Add 1 Tablespoon of dry sherry and 2 Tablespoons of melted butter 
and stir again.  Cover bottom of unbaked piecrust with shredded 
Swiss cheese.  Pour mixture into crust.  Add crab, shrimp, sausage, 
mushroom, or whatever your heart desires (but not the Easter bunny 
please) to the egg mixture.   Bake at 450 degrees for 50 minutes and 
cool for 20 minutes before cutting. 

Bon Appetit! 
Here you have a simply prepared and mouth-watering quiche to welcome those whom you 

know to worship with our congregation. 
Yours in Christ, 

Cherise Ross 
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Ministry Of Social Concerns  
Mission: To identify and more fully understand issues of social concern both locally 
and beyond, to educate and equip our community to respond, to act and to positively 
affect the daily lives of our neighbors. 
Sponsor: Kathy Dangin  -  301-855-3983; kdangin@yahoo.com 
Council Liaison:  Eileen Roseto– 410-414-3024; nrosetojr@mac.com 

Project Echo 
Empty Bowl Supper:  Circle Saturday, April 21, on your calendar.  Project Echo is holding 

their 7th annual Empty Bowl Supper at St John Vianney's Family Life Center from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m.  A $20 donation buys a bowl, handcrafted by local potters, and a delicious meal from some 
of the best restaurants in town.  

 Echo House in Prince Frederick is the only homeless shelter in Calvert County and the only 
facility in the Tri-County area that accommodates families.   Proceeds will directly support Echo 
House in providing emergency housing and meals to homeless people as we help them reinte-
grate into the community.   Please encourage your family and friends to join us. 

Monthly Meal:  This month Saint Nicholas will provide a meal for residents of Project Echo 
on April 22.  See the bulletin board to sign up or call Sherie Cooper (410) 586-1584 or Jennifer or 
Jean Smetana (410) 535-2485. 

CCCFP 
 Throughout the month of April, we will be collecting pasta products for the Food Pantry.  
Bring in dried noodles, macaroni and cheese, pasta salad in a box, or any other pasta product.  
Place it in the basket in the narthex.  Thanks! 

Christmas in April  
Saturday, April 28 

Christmas in April is a nationwide program that provides house repairs for elderly, handi-
capped and low-income families.  Saint Nicholas has participated in this program every year since 
the mid 1990’s.  We usually get 30 to 40 of our members together on the last Saturday in April 
and have a fun and rewarding time helping a homeowner from our community in need of the help. 

This year’s project will be Mr. Brown’s house, which is the first house on the right on Kent 
Road off of RT2 near the 7-11 in Sunderland.  Projects include interior and exterior painting, re-
building the front steps, guttering and other projects that Captain Keith Williams is organizing.  
There is plenty to do and something for all skill levels. If you are 16 or older, we would love to 
have you help out with this very important service to the community.  Sign-up sheets and direc-
tions are in the narthex.  Tee shirts and lunch will be provided.  Any questions, talk to either Cap-
tain Keith Williams (301 812-0721 or fredis2adog@aol.com) or John Hofmann (410 535-5112 or 
hotsaucejohn@comcast.net. 
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Ministry of Social Concerns 

Advocate for AIDS Orphans in 
Africa 

 
 
 The following is from www.oprah.com. 
 
Africa is a continent of vast beauty, deep history, and rich culture. But it is also a land struggling 
with famine, poverty, debt and an AIDS epidemic that has already killed millions of people. Learn 
about the devastating problems affecting the African continent—and what can be done to help.  
 
HIV/AIDS Epidemic 
 
With widespread infection rates and too little prevention education, Africa is at the heart of the 
global AIDS crisis.  

� According to recent statistics, over 17 million Africans have died from AIDS.  Last 
year alone, 2.3 million died from the virus. 

 

� Currently, 28 million Africans are infected with HIV; approximately 1.5 million are 
children. 

 

� Studies predict there will be more than 15 million AIDS orphans in Africa by the end 
of the decade. 

 

� Because of widespread poverty, infected Africans cannot afford medication or treat-
ment for HIV/AIDS. 
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Ministry of Social Concerns 

 
Massive Debt 
 
Africa spends $40 million each day repaying old debts to rich countries. This massive debt pro-
hibits African nations from developing the infrastructure and trade agreements they need to thrive.  
 

� Africa spends four times as much on debt repayment as it spends on health care. 
 

� For every one dollar sent to the poorest countries in aid, $1.30 is sent back to the 
leaders as debt repayment. 

 

� Africa spends over $14.5 billion dollars yearly repaying debts.  It receives only $12.7 
billion in aid. 

 
Take Action! 

 
Although Africa struggles with enormous crises, they're not impossible to solve. You can make a 
difference no matter who you are or where you live. The most powerful thing Americans can 
do is to contact their lawmakers. Let the President and your members of Congress know 

that you support effective U.S. assistance to Africans who need help.  
 

Do It Now! 
 
Take a minute to e-mail, fax, telephone, or write to your Senator or the President. Remember to 
include your full name and address. You can contact your lawmaker online by visiting DATA (a 
non-profit organization focused on reducing debt, fighting AIDS, and improving trade in 
Africa) at www.data.org.  
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Thank You 

To the People of Saint Nicholas: 
On behalf of the men and women of the Community of St. Dysmas, I wish to 

thank you for your gift.  It is my experience that inmates in prisons across the country 
are certainly marginalized and mostly forgotten.  The inmates we see through the 
Community of St. Dysmas are very thankful for being remembered.  It reminds them 
their lives and healthy choices do matter in the long run. 

May God bless you all.  May God lead you where you need to travel.  And may 
the blessings of God surround you as you continue making a difference in a hurting 
world. 
  
     God’s Blessings, 

     Rev. Bill Lundgren 

Dear Friends, 
 Greetings from Seminary Ridge and hearty thanks from the Seminary family 
for your recent gift to the Friends of the Seminary Fund.  Your support enables us to 
continue traditions of leadership in theological education that are so much a part of this 
place and inspires us to find new ways to serve the Church. 

Thanks be to God for the process of discernment and call that leads you to support 
our ministries.  Thanks also for your partnership and stewardship of God’s gifts.  May 
you be richly blessed by our common ministry just as you inspire and bless us. 
     In Christ, 

     Emried Cole, Jr. 
      V.P. of Seminary Advancement 
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Dear Rev.  Dr.  Gaertner and Congregation, 
Thank you for your recent gift!  Your donation is immediately helping us 

promote social justice, individual self-sufficiency, and the inherent worth of 
each human being. 

Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area was founded al-
most 90 years ago by a group of churches who banded together to address the 
pressing issues of their day.  Today we continue to reach out to our most vul-
nerable neighbors.  In partnership with you, LSS touches the lives of more 
than 3,000 people in need each year.  In addition, over 2,000 volunteers affect 
their communities with financial and volunteer commitments.  Thank you! 
       Sincerely, 

       Melissa Graves 
     LSS Executive Director 

Global Mission Committee of the Metro D.C. Synod  
Celebrates International Fair Trade Day 

 
When: May 12, 2007 
Time:  TBD    
Where:  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Springfield, VA 
 

Volunteers are needed! 
Come and help organize! 

 
For more information, contact Debi Johnson at (703) 548-7898 
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Ministry Of Stewardship 
Mission: Stewardship is a way of life, of viewing all we are and all we have as gifts 
from God, to be used for his glory and the service of others. 
Sponsor: Debbie Bang  -  301-855-7195; dbang@deloitte.com 
Council Liaison:  Jean Malo—410-535-3283; jmmalo@hotmail.com 

Reflections on Life Management:  Debt-Free Living 
By Lyndon Brumby, ELCA Salt Stewardship Specialist 

 
 
 
 

Most people today believe that it is impossible to live debt free in our materialistic and con-
sumer driven society.  However, when my wife Jan and I began the debt-free journey many years 
ago, we didn’t realize what a blessing it would be.  In fact, in the beginning it seemed it would be 
a long, nearly-impossible process.  But burning a copy of our mortgage seven years early is just 
one example of how our lifestyle has been time well spent. 

 
Jan and I learned about debt-free living from a Christian perspective in a small group study.  

The first thing we learned is that God is the creator and owner of all things.  In reality, God has 
never transferred the ownership of creation.  Putting that in perspective is a key element in allow-
ing Jesus Christ to become Lord of our money and possessions.  Follow that up with the fact that 
throughout the Bible God urges us to be good stewards of our money, time, and gifts. 

 
God expects us to use all of our lives, including the use of our money, to wisely and gener-

ously serve others. 
 
Beginning with the first week of our debt-free journey, Jan and I documented our income and 

expenditures.  After four to six weeks, we saw a pattern begin to emerge.  Then we were able to 
set up our household budget and to work toward short- and long-term goals.  Your long-term 
goals might be similar to ours.  First, we wanted to increase our giving to our church by one per-
cent per year until we were tithing.  Our second goal was an early pay-off of our home mortgage 
by making additional mortgage payments.  These were just the first of our triumphs. 

No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God 

and wealth.  Matthew 6:24 (NRSV) 
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What have we learned?  First, finding a support group of Christians to offer prayer, wisdom 

and encouragement in our stewardship journey has been invaluable.  Second, our relationship 
with money both reflects, and greatly affects, the true state of our relationship with God.  Are we 
giving generously of what we have, like the widow with the two coins at the temple offering 
(Mark 12: 41-44)?  Covetousness and greed are condemned and generosity and charity are en-
couraged throughout Scripture.  The Bible contains more than 2,350 verses on the stewardship of 
money and possessions. 
 

Through our journey of debt-free living, God has blessed our two children and us over the 
years.  God has always provided for our needs in abundance, as God has promised.  By seeking 
the kingdom of God, all our worldly needs were delivered as well (Luke 12:31). 
 

Some things to think about: 

< What actions allow money to be your master?  What actions proclaim God as your 
master? 

< In what ways does the management of your possessions (consciously or uncon-
sciously) despise God, the church and God’s people? 

< What do you do, or could you do, to recognize God as owner and master of all that 
you have in your possession? 

< Why are many reluctant to speak openly about money and possessions in the church 
and with other Christians? 

< How does your perspective of and relationship with money and possessions differ 
from that of your parents and your grandparents?  What Christian example are you 
leaving for those who come after you? 

 
 Prayer:  God, giver of all things, give us the courage to stand against our consumer-driven cul-
ture and to serve you rather than money.  Thank you for being a God of generosity and not a God 
of scarcity.  Give us also the clear wisdom to see what we truly need as well as to see the needs of 
others.  Amen 
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Volunteer Ministry 
Mission: To integrate new and existing members into the life of the congregation in 
order that the mission of congregation may be carried out.  
Coordinator of Volunteer Minister:  Barbara Harris  

410-286-3257; cvm@saintnicholaslutheran.org 

Spotlight On The Ministry Of Social Concerns 
The mission of the Ministry of Social Concerns is to identify and more fully understand is-

sues of social concern both locally and beyond, to educate and equip our community to respond, 
to act and to positively affect the daily lives of our neighbors. 

The teams and team leaders that serve in this ministry, enacting Christ’s compassion in the 
world, are: 

< Christmas in April – this group works to renovate, fix up, paint, and even do small construc-
tion projects for homes in our community whose owners are unable to do this for themselves. 
Keith Williams 

< Fair Trade Coffee – this group provides us with the excellent coffee, cocoa, tea, and chocolate 
whose sale goes more directly to support the farmer.  Kathy Dangin 

< Gifts of Hope – this team works during the Advent season to provide alternate charitable gifts 
to those in need locally and around the world. Kathy Dangin 

< Habitat for Humanity- this team works to build or do major maintenance on homes in our 
community. Gus Wolf 

< Project ECHO- the Ecumenical Council for the HOmeless provides shelter for the homeless 
in Calvert County.  Saint Nicholas provides a meal every 4th Sunday in the month. Jenn Smetana, 
Jean Smetana, Sherie Cooper 

< Tree of Angels – Gus Wolf is the organizer of this for Calvert County and Carol Blatt is our 
Saint Nicholas contact.  This activity provides Christmas presents for many needy families in our 
community.  You may provide the presents and/or work to inventory and prepare the items for 
distribution. 

< Work Camp – this team sends a group of youth and chaperones to work on homes or facilities 
outside of the county, for about a week in the summer. 
The Spiritual Gifts often found in members of this ministry are encouragement, generosity, 

nurturing leadership, mercy, wisdom, helping, visionary and managing leadership, and ser-
vanthood.. 

The sponsor for this ministry is Kathy Dangin.  If you have gifts or talents you would like to 
use in this area of ministry, contact Kathy or Barbara Harris, Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry. 
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National Volunteer Week April 15-21 
 
 
 

In his book The Volunteer Revolution, Bill Hybels describes ministry using the example of 
being either a participant or spectator in a game. He says, 

“Why watch others change the world when you can join them?” 
and 

 “Every local churchgoer has a choice to make.  He can park in his usual spot in the church 
parking lot, make his way to a comfortable seat in a favorite row, watch a good service, chat with 
friends, and then go home.  That choice makes for a nice, safe Sunday morning experience.  Or he 
can throw himself into an adventure by rolling up his sleeves, joining a team of like-minded ser-
vants, and help to build the local church God has called him to be part of.” 

We are thankful that we have so many ministers volunteering their service here at Saint 
Nicholas.  We have 194 different ministry opportunities listed in our data bank, with members of 
Saint Nicholas involved in each one, and many people are involved in several of them.  During 
National Volunteer Week, remember that you are among the over 61 million people in the United 
States who volunteer. We are blessed to have so many talented people who, through the ministries 
of Saint Nicholas, are a blessing to our communities.  Thank you all. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 

is not in vain.”  1 Corinthians 15:58 
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Ministry Opportunities 
 

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH 
 Nursery Team Coordinator: Recruit and train volunteers for the nursery for the 9 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. services.  Check on the nursery facility and supplies such as sign in/out 
sheets, name tags, diapers, wipes, etc.  Contact Barbara Harris or Cherise Ross, Evangel-
ism and Outreach Ministry Sponsor at cherise@cheriseross.com. 
 
SNORK (Saint Nicholas Outdoor Reading Kamp):  This outdoor activity under the trees 
runs weekly from June 25 through August 3, except during VBS.  Each session needs 
teachers and teen helpers for action-packed mornings in the out of doors.  Contact Kim 
Colleli or Barbara Harris. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Newsletter Helpers:  Spend about 2 hours, toward the end of each month, working with a 
group to assemble the newsletter for mailing.  Contact Melissa Stuart in the church office 
at 410-257-5683. 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   

Vacation Bible School:  If you are interested in helping with Vacation Bible School this 
summer, put July 16-20 on your calendar and get ready for a lot of fun! 

 
STEWARDSHIP  

Adopt-a-Highway Team members: Stewardship of the earth is part of this ministry.  Con-
tact Glenn Wolfgang for details. 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC  
Assisting Ministers:  Members of the congregation are sought to assist the pastors at wor-
ship services with prayer and communion.  If the Spirit is calling you to serve, contact 
Pastor Wendy or Pastor Greg. 
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Ministry Of Worship And Music 
Mission:  Our mission is supporting the congregation in celebrating the Good News 
of God in Jesus Christ through music and liturgy. 

Sponsor: Jean Wolf  -  410-257-7998; gwolfpack@comcast.net 

Council Liaison:  Kathy Clark—410-535-7545; Kathy_e_c@yahoo.com 

The Music of the Spheres 
I am sure that by the time you read this, spring will be fully upon us.  But as I write, we are finally 

having a spectacular day.  We didn’t have a particularly hard winter, or a long one, but we did have a late 
one.  I, for one, was wondering if winter had just passed us by, and then the second half of January hit. 

The music of the spheres is a concept put forth by philosophers of the 16th century, shared by musi-
cians and poets as well.  It is the central idea of the Elizabethan world, that the universe is held together by 
concord or harmony.  I think of this phrase when I hear a particularly moving piece of music.  But this 
morning, I have heard a different form of the music of the spheres, brought to me by the warm weather that 
has finally arrived. 

The prelude was of peepers last night as I left church.  I think they are ground frogs who come out 
when the temperature has finally reached a safe level for them to emerge from the ground.  And they peep.  
I can remember hearing them as early as Valentine’s Day some years, so I was beginning to think they had 
disappeared.  The next sound is that of my opening a window.  After all the frigid temperatures, it is a de-
light to let in the sounds of birds, and not the chipping sound of winter birds such as cardinals.  Then is the 
racing of my three indoor cats to see what is going on.  They vie for position, and I kindly go open another 
window or two so they may all watch and listen to what is happening out there.  Squirrels scuffling in the 
dead leaves intrigue them.  I can hear traffic in the distance as well.  Is there anything as beautiful as the 
song of birds in the spring? 

I head outside and begin the annual chore of clearing off the garden pathways and beds.  I don’t re-
move everything because of the forecast of another cold weekend approaching.  I don’t want the budding 
plants to be nipped.  I had daffodil buds appear shortly after Christmas and was relieved that they simply 
waited until the time was right.  I am late getting to pruning my roses and butterfly bushes and clematises, 
but I do it anyway, with the sharp click of the pruners sounding good to me. 

When schools let out today, I am sure I will hear the youngster with the four-wheel vehicle racing 
around the neighborhood.  It didn’t bother me when the windows were closed.  We’ll see how annoying it is 
when the windows are open. 

There are some sounds I won’t hear for a while, such as the hum of the heat pump.  Hopefully, the 
groans from gardening I am already uttering will disappear as my winter body gets back into weeding 
shape.  And once the last annoying gumball is disposed of, there won’t be the muttered “ouch” that accom-
panies stepping on one. 

I know it won’t be long until the sound of lawn mowers joins the melody.  Then will come the buzz of 
my husband’s chipper/shredder as he grinds up the myriad branches and twigs that fell this winter, with all 
the ice.  And about a ton of those pesky gumballs… 

This is the music of my sphere.  I hope you enjoy yours! 
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Ministry Of Youth And Family Life  
Mission: To nurture the youth, equip families, and strengthen fellowship for 
service to our Lord. 
Sponsor:  
Mary Jo Gebhardt -410-414-5168 mjogebhardt@netzero.net 
Council Liaison:   
Pastor Wendy—associatepastor@saintnicholaslutheran.org 

As always, great things are happening here at Saint Nicholas.  We had a wonderful Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Dinner that was enjoyed by many.  Thanks go to Amare Merz for her coordina-
tion and effort.  Our pancake chefs, Pastors Greg and Wendy and Dylan Savage, did a wonderful 
job of satisfying everyone’s hunger.  Dylan especially deserves credit for cooking all evening, 
under much pressure, without even taking a break to eat! 

 
That same week the youth provided us with a night of great food and entertainment during 

their 6th annual Cupid’s Café.  With “An Evening in Venice” as their theme, we were carried 
away to Italy where spaghetti, meatballs, and cannolis were enjoyed by all.  The wonderful enter-
tainment completed the evening as well as the photos taken in the gondola handcrafted by Chuck 
Fowler.  The silent auction also did well in making the event a successful fundraiser. 

 
Set aside May 11 for our first monthly “Fabulous Friday.”  Plans are still in the making for 

this fun family evening.  There will be dinner, fellowship and a variety of activities for all ages.  
Bring family and friends to join in what will surely be a relaxing way to end our busy week.  See 
you then! 

Blessings, 
Mary Jo Gebhardt 

Adults Night Out 
It has been a while since we got together for an Adults Night Out.  Whether you have en-

joyed these evenings in the past, or you would be a newcomer, come along for the fun!  We usu-
ally have about a dozen people attend and there are always a lot of laughs. 

This is a purely social evening for adult members of Saint Nicholas.  On Saturday, April 14, 
at 7:00 p.m., we will gather at a local restaurant for dinner.  To sign up, call Pat Hofmann at 410-
535-5112.  The first person to make a reservation will help me select the restaurant.  All adults are 
welcome! 
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WISC 
At present we have no meeting scheduled for the month of April but if you have a sugges-

tion for a program, please contact me. We will work together to plan and put it into action. 
 We will be meeting on Tuesday, May 1, to celebrate Cinco de Mayo a few days early.  
This was one of our most fun programs so be sure and join us for the dinner and celebration.  
Watch the Weekly for more details. 
     Then, just a few short days later, we will be heading to the Loyola Retreat House in 
Faulkner, MD (6 miles south of LaPlata) for our second WISC retreat.  The retreat begins Friday, 
May 4, at 4 p.m. and continues through Saturday afternoon.  Our program, Identifying Our Spiri-
tual Gifts, will be led by Barbara Harris and we will be learning to make prayer shawls.  The cost 
is $100 per person and includes three meals, private room with 1/2 bath (shower down the 
hall).  Contact me or sign up on the bulletin board at church.  Space is limited so please make 
your reservation as soon as possible with a $25 deposit.  Full payment is due no later than April 
15th.  Some financial assistance is available if needed.  Checks should be made payable to Saint 
Nicholas and marked for the WISC retreat. 
 Don’t forget to contact Erika Demme or me as soon as possible if you are interested in 
attending the Women of Faith Conference in Washington, D.C. on July 13 and 14.  For more in-
formation, please go to www.womenoffaith.com. 

Love and Blessings, 

Linda Dorr 

Lunch Bunch 
Saint Nicholas is offering a new midweek adult fellowship opportunity!  On the 2nd Thursday 

of every month, beginning in May, everyone who would enjoy joining church friends for lunch is 
invited to meet at the church and carpool or meet at the designated restaurant (whichever is easier 
for you!)  The first Lunch Bunch gathering will be Thursday, May 10, 2007 at Captain’s Table in 
Solomon’s Island.  Our reservation time is 12:30 p.m.  If you are interested in attending please 
RSVP to Kay Aronhalt at 301-855-1656 or karonhalt@comcast.net   

If you plan to carpool from the church, please be here at 11:30 a.m.  Also, if you are inter-
ested in going and need a ride from home, please let Kay or Pastor Wendy know.  Come for fun, 
food, and fellowship; see you there! 
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Upcoming Youth Events 
4th – 6th graders 

< Sunday, April 29, 2007 - SHEMA (Metro DC youth event) 
 
Middle School  

< Saturday, May 19 – Confirmation Retreat at SNLC 
 
The In Crowd  

< April 14th – Bowling (Lord Calvert Bowl) 

< May 4 – May 5 – Rock-A-Thon 

< June 2 – Church Yard Sale 

< June 17 – 22 – Work Camp; Marion, VA 

< June 30 – Pool Party at Pastor Greg’s house 

The Saint Nicholas softball team started its practices and is preparing for the upcoming 2007 
season.  It is not too late to join the team.  Practice times and locations are listed in the Weekly 
every Sunday.  The regular season will start the weekend of April 28/29.  The schedule is not yet 
completed, so check the Weekly for the time and location of the season opener.  We hope to see a 
large crowd of supporters in the stands cheering for the team!! 



If you were omitted or the date is incorrect, please contact the church office  
at 410-257-5683 or  office@saintnicholaslutheran.org 
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Happy Birthday April Babies 

3 Eugene Camilletti 

3 Christy Lewis 

5 Allister Atkinson 

6 Jennifer King 

7 David Reed, Jr. 

7 Austin Wood 

8 Hillary Berche 

8 Heather MacDonald 

9 Dave Bush 

9 Erik Gyorgy 

9 Ann Scopel 

9 Travis Stuart 

10 Kayla Hanson 

11 Scott Grimes 

11 June Roscoe 

11 Katie Smith 

12 Nancy Bensing 

12 Landon Currie 

12 Noah Reeves 

13 Claude Dickinson 

13 Austin Sullivan 

14 John Fleig 

16 Lisa Arnesen 

16 Corey Smetana 

17 Daniel Kolosky, Jr. 

17 Rachel Landale 

17 Krista Marks 

17 Sabrina McKnight 

17 Jennifer Smetana 

17 Andrew Younkers 

18 Meghan Flynn 

18 Christine Hogan 

19 Kat Poff 

19 Jean Wolf 

20 Alissa Hogenson 

20 Eileen Westphal 

21 Kristin Shjarbach 

23 Ben Kitzmiller 

24 Ronald Ross 

25 Alison McCourt 

28 Kenny McCuistion 

29 Reid Hyland 
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