






 
SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
2007 FINANCIAL SECRETARY ANNUAL REPORT 

 
 

Designated Receipts 
 

 
                 2007 
             Income 
 
  Ministry of Social Concerns 
   California Wildfire Donations   $          30.00 
   Campus Crusade for Christ   $          50.00 
   CCCFP Food Baskets    $     1,360.00 
   Gifts of Hope     $     1,073.00 
   Habitat for Humanity    $        180.00 
   Help the Homeless Walkathon   $        140.00 
   Project ECHO     $        137.31 
   Souper Bowl of Caring     $        189.25 
   United Lutheran Appeal    $          60.00 
   VBS Mission Project    $        124.00 
   Total      $     3,343.56 
 
  Ministry of Worship & Music 
   Altar Flowers     $        760.00 
   Chancel Choir Music    $        100.00 
   Christmas Flowers    $        384.50 
   Easter Flowers     $        210.50 
   Organist for Memorial Service   $        100.00 
   Pentecost Flowers    $        291.00 
   Reimbursement - Hymnal   $          62.22 
   Total      $     1,908.22 
 
  Ministry of Education 
   Book Fair      $        336.50 
   Christian Education Lunches1   $          60.00 
   eScrip Deposits1    $          67.04 
   Pastor’s Bible Study        $          67.67 
   Saint Nicholas Books     $          10.00 
   Sunday School     $        221.89 
   Vacation Bible School    $        782.88 
   Workbooks1     $        170.00 
   Total        $     1,715.98 
 
  Ministry of Stewardship 
   Bishop’s Fund for Stewardship Education $         67.00 
   Initial Envelopes1    $       392.00 
   Total      $       459.00 
 
  Ministry of Evangelism & Outreach 

 Total     $             .00 
 



             
       2007 

             Income 
 
  Ministry of Youth & Family Life  
   Chrysalis     $     1,615.00 
   Coffee Hour Donations    $        354.68 
   Coffee Project     $     1,054.00 
   Cupid’s Café     $     3,201.00 
   HersheyPark Trip    $        815.00 
   Lutheran Magazine1    $        430.00 
   Men's Softball     $        410.00 
   Polo Shirts     $     1,460.00 
   Project Echo Rockathon    $        217.00 
   Shekinah     $        990.00 
   Shema      $          70.00 
    Ski Trip     $     1,570.00 
   Women in Service to Christ (WISC)  $        875.00 
   Work Camp     $        550.00 
   Youth T-Shirts     $        200.00 
   Total      $   13,811.68 
 
  Ministry of Administration / Miscellaneous 
   Gift for Director of Outdoor Center  $        155.00 
   Gift for Office Administrator   $        425.00 
   Help the Homeless Walkathon Registration $        305.00 
   Lawn Mower Fund    $     1,845.00 
   Memorial - Earl Westphal   $     2,295.00 
   Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $        195.00 
   Quickbooks Payroll Software   $        199.00 
   Returned Check Service Fees   $            6.00 
   Seminarian Fund    $     1,000.00 
   Staff Christmas Gifts    $     1,401.00 
   Stephen Ministry1    $          64.95 
   Total      $     7,890.95 
 
 
  Total Designated Receipts    $   29,129.39  
 
 
  Building Fund 
   Capital Campaign    $ 123,797.50 
   Checks from Bidders    $        600.00 
   MIF Interest     $   20,703.45 
   Thrivent Matching Funds   $     1,300.00 
   Total      $ 146,400.95 
 
 
  Total Designated Receipts and Building Fund  $ 175,530.34  
 
 
1 Went into the General Fund starting April, 2007 
 
          Respectfully Submitted, 
  
          Thomas L. Blatt 
          Financial Secretary 
          Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church 



 
 
 
 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION – 2007 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY 
 

Sunday School – The beginning of our Sunday School year started off with a full house of 
teachers and students.  The attendance has averaged 90 per Sunday, in a combination of students, 
adults and teachers. In order to keep expenses down the decision was made to re-use previous 
years’ curriculum to the extent possible. A special thanks to Anna Kitzmiller, our Sunday School 
Coordinator, who has yet again done an outstanding job with all aspects of ensuring Sunday 
School continues to run smoothly. We have a dedicated and caring group of Sunday School 
teachers who fully engage our youth in the teaching of God’s ways. A special thanks to this 
year’s Sunday School teachers and helpers: Karen Phelps, Sherry Owens, Melissa Stuart, Sherrie 
Thompson, Jeanette Ciccone, Susan Groff, Rachael Yonkers, Nancy Campbell, Sarah Kolbe, 
Carol Blatt, Andre Dangin, Ann Scopel, Kathy Dangin, David Hickin, Vicki Williams, Anna 
Kitzmiller, Tim Schwartz, Barbara Harris, Glenn Wolfgang, Jean Wolf, Amare Merz, Mary Jo 
Gebhardt, Sheila Poole, Julie Fowler. 
 
The Sunday School offering recipient for the 2006/2007 school year was Camp Victor for their 
support of individuals affected by Hurricane Katrina. A check for $274.50 was mailed. The first 
half of the 2007 Sunday School year Lutheran Campus Ministries benefited from our Sunday 
School offerings. A check for $99.31 will be mailed to LCM. 
 
Confirmation – Last summer, the decision was made to change the confirmation classes from a 
3 year to a 2 year program. The focus of confirmation has been refined but continues to be on the 
essentials of the Lutheran faith.  Pastor Wendy and Pastor Greg continue their leadership of the 
confirmands, with each class having several guides to help assist.  Family Day continues on the 
first Sunday of the month where parents have been enjoying worship services and skits 
performed by the 8th grade confirmands. Parents have also gathered with other parents to benefit 
from the teachings of Dr. Kevin Leman as we preview and discuss the video series “Running the 
Rapids, Guiding Teenagers through the Turbulent Waters of Adolescence.” Thanks to our 
confirmation guides and supporters for their constant care and support:  Ann Scopel, Suzie 
Brown, Vicki Williams, Julie Fowler, Kristee Camilletti, Sandy Griese and all parents.  
 
Adult Education – Adult offerings this year have been The Beloved Disciple, Following John to 
the Heart of Jesus, Reclaiming the L Word, Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith. Thank you to our 
adult education ministers: Barbara Harris, Glenn Wolfgang, Jean Wolf, Amare Merz. 
 
Special Highlights – 2nd Annual Bible Bowl, Cupid’s Café, Sunday School Teacher 
Appreciation Dinner, Easter Egg Hunt, 17 eighth-grade confirmands affirmed their Baptism on 
Pentecost Sunday, 2007, VBS, Christian Educators Workshop with 13 participants,  Rally Day 
for students, Operation Christmas Child—42 gift boxes prepared by our youth for children in 
need; care package for Rob Frick, Christmas program.  
 
 
 
 



I would like to welcome Vicki Williams as the new Director of Christian Education for Saint 
Nicholas and thank her for responding to this call. As I reflect on the year 2007, I am truly 
grateful for all the wonderful people of Saint Nicholas whose commitment to God’s children is 
evident in so many ways. Through their gifts of love and dedication they have made our 
education program strong. Furthermore, I am thankful for the opportunity that was granted to me 
and I look forward to serving the congregation in new ways.  
 
       Erika Demme 



 
 
 

 
SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION - 2007 
COORDINATOR VOLUNTEER MINISTRY 

 
During 2007, I continued to help ministry sponsors and congregation members identify ways to 
serve God in the ministries of Saint Nicholas.  Sometimes my assistance is for a one-time event, 
like the Fix it Up/Paint it Extravaganza which involved both the Administration and Youth & 
Family Life Ministries, and others are for ongoing events, like child care during the monthly 
Family Day Confirmation days for the Education Ministry, and of course scheduling assistance 
for the 3 worship services every Sunday and for special services, for the Worship & Music 
Ministry and for the Evangelism & Outreach Ministry.   
 
Occasionally, new needs are identified.  Because no specific team is charged with cleaning and 
maintaining the kitchen, the kitchen was getting dirty.  I convened a group to discuss the problem 
of kitchen maintenance. Representatives from all the groups that use the kitchen met and came 
up with Kitchen Use Rules, which I wrote down and published in the newsletter and the weekly, 
and posted in the kitchen.   
 
I met other new needs this summer and fall by creating the Coffee Set Up Team, Sunday 
Morning Hospitality Team, Coffee Clean Up Team, and the Kitchen Supplies Shopping Team in 
the Ministry of Youth & Family Life, and a Trash Disposal Team. 
 
In the course of the year I spotlighted the activities of each of the ministries in the newsletter, 
highlighting involvement opportunities and ministry sponsors and team leaders to contact. 
 
I worked with the church council in developing a leadership program, teaming with the Social 
Concerns ministry to develop job descriptions for sponsors and team leaders.  These job 
descriptions are intended to help congregation members find the areas of ministry to which they 
are called.  This program is still under development. 
 
In April, in celebration of National Volunteer Week, I celebrated ministry by Saint Nicholas 
Church members by posting the names of our members and the ministries they are involved in.  
About 250 members were on the church database at that time, in about 130 areas of ministry. 
 
Coming up in 2008 are links on the Church website calendar for volunteers to monitor worship 
services they have signed up for, and to email me to volunteer for openings, all created by David 
Kitzmiller, our webmaster. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Barbara Harris 
Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry 



 
 
 

 
SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION – 2007 
EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH MINISTRY 

 
Mission:  To commit ourselves to sharing the Good News, to nurturing others to do the same, to 
showing that God’s house at Saint Nicholas is a warm, safe, and secure place where all may 
grow in their faith life with Christ. 
 
With one full and exciting year past as the sponsor for Evangelism and Outreach, I feel just as 
excited as the previous year about the growth and expansion of Saint Nicholas.  We explored 
ideas to share the “Word” and the name of Saint Nicholas to the community.  
 
Here are some of the activities that Evangelism and Outreach has been involved with this past 
year: 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
The egg hunt was open to our community. With advertising and sharing the word, more than 30 
children attended.  And with special thanks to Erika Demme and Anna Kitzmiller for their great 
ideas and hard work at the egg hunt. 
 
NEW HOMEOWNER LETTERS 
A welcome letter was generated and mailed to new homeowners in Calvert County. This letter 
extends a welcome to our community and an invitation to worship with us here at Saint Nicholas 
Lutheran Church. 
 
COOKIE DOUGH 
During Lent, jars of yummy cookie dough were given to visitors to our church. 
 
HALLOWEEN IN THE GARDEN 
“BIG SUCCESS!!!!!”  Annemarie Gardens hosts an annual Halloween event that over 4000 
visitors attend.  After setting up a table with lots of stares from the crowd, we were able to 
distribute over 250 “Please join us for Worship” cards with the church’s name, address and 
worship times printed on them. 
 
GIFT BAGS 
With big help from Karen Phelps, Sherrie Thompson, Michelle Hellickson and Candace Ross for 
dedicating time, all visitors can now be given a gift bag with a few nifty items to catch their 
attention. 
 
Also, much thanks to Barbara Harris who implemented a job description and conducted a 
training session for the Welcome Team and Greeters.  
 
Every member of Saint Nicholas is a disciple for God through the Evangelism and Outreach 
Ministry.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cherise Ross 



 
 
 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY  
 
Saint Nicholas was committed to helping others in 2007.  Through our offering and through our 
service projects, Saint Nicholas reached out to help those in need locally, regionally, and 
globally.   
  
 Below are the service projects conducted by Saint Nicholas.  
 

Monthly meals for Project ECHO 
Collection of food for the Calvert Churches Community Food Pantry 
Children’s Book Drive 
Souper Bowl of Caring 
Christmas in April 
The Bee for Literacy 
School Supplies Collection 
Personal Hygiene Products Collection for Project Echo 
Coats for Kids 
Holiday Baskets through CCCFP 
Gifts of Hope 
Tree of Angels 

  
Our youth were involved in many outreach projects.  Cupid’s Café raised funds for Camp Victor 
Distribution Center in Mississippi and Safe Harbor.  The high school youth spent a week at 
workcamp in Marion, West Virginia.  The VBS Mission project raised funds for Camp Victor 
Distribution Center.  And the Sunday School collected goods for care packages donated to 
Operation Christmas Child. 
 
For the fourth year in a row, Saint Nicholas was able to help sponsor missionary Kim Erno at the 
Lutheran Center in Mexico City.  We were delighted to personally hear of his work there as he 
visited us in September. 
 
Our congregation supported the agencies listed below through our outreach. 
 
ELCA Benevolence      Community of St. Dysmas 
American Cancer Society     Coyle Scholarship 
Calvert County Literacy Council    ELCA Domestic Disaster Response 
CCCFP (Calvert Churches Community Food Pantry) ELCA World Hunger Appeal 
Christmas in April      Fellowship Square Foundation 
Camp Victor Distribution Center    Friends of Gettysburg Seminary 
ELCA Global Mission     ELCA Funds for Leaders in Mission 
Christus Victor Lutheran Church –Metro DC Synod  Lutheran Social Services 
Thorne Memorial Golf Tournament    Project ECHO 
Interfaith Action Council     ELCA Foundation – Special Needs 
Alternatives for Youth      Retirement Fund 
SMECO Fuel Fund      Safe Harbor 



United Lutheran Appeal     Southeast Ministry 
Project Crossroads (Workcamp)    Meals on Wheels 
Barstow Acres Summer Camp    LSS Camp Safe Haven 
The Lutheran Center in Mexico City 
 
There are many to whom thanks is owed.  To Carol Blatt and Gus Wolf, thank you for your 
continual support of the Social Concerns Ministry Team.  To Sherie Cooper and Jean and 
Jennifer Smetana, thank you for your work coordinating meals at Project ECHO.  To Keith 
Williams, thank you for leading our Christmas in April effort.  Thank you to all who helped 
transport food to the pantry, or distribute school supplies, or contribute to Project ECHO meals, 
or . . .  Mostly, thank you members of Saint Nicholas for continually reaching out to others 
through the various projects in which you participate.  
 
As we look forward to 2008, we thank God for the opportunity to serve.  The Social Concerns 
Ministry Team is always open to ideas and suggestions on how Saint Nicholas can help do God’s 
work in this world.  Let us recognize the blessings given to us so that we may be a blessing to 
others! 
     

In His Service,  
 
Kathy Dangin 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION - 2007 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
 

Stewardship is a way of life, a way of viewing all that we are and all that we 
 have as gifts from God to be used for God’s glory and the service of others. 

 
The congregation of Saint Nicholas is a warm and giving community, and it has been my honor 
to be able to serve this congregation as sponsor for the ministry of Stewardship.  Our percentage 
of giving to local and global communities continues to grow through our contributions to the 
ELCA and other programs sponsored by the Social Concerns ministry led by Kathy Dangin. 
 
We thank the many members of Saint Nicholas who have responded to the ever-increasing need 
for more space by diligently giving their financial support to the building of the North Wing.  
This continues to be an important initiative for our growing church.  The North Wing will 
become a reality through the generous giving of every member of Saint Nicholas.  If you have 
not made your contributions to the Building Fund, please take this opportunity to talk to Tom 
Blatt to begin your support now. 
 
This year a modified stewardship program, “Walk with Jesus”, was used during the four weeks 
leading up to Commitment Sunday.  The campaign provided the congregation with messages 
intended to remind each of us how our use of the financial resources, that God has entrusted to 
us, is an important part of this walk.  We strive to grow closer to Jesus as we walk together.  This 
program culminated on Commitment Sunday, December 2nd, with each person making their 
personal pledge and ceremonially depositing it in the commitment box. 
 
I would ask that each member consider using Simply Giving, which is the electronic transfer of 
funds, to make your financial contributions to regular offering as well as the building campaign.  
Simply Giving is a reliable, safe way to put part of your personal stewardship plan into action.  It 
allows you to share your gifts through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing 
stewardship.  Because your gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at year 
end, worry about forgotten checkbooks, or missed Sunday offerings.   Our congregation benefits 
from steady, more predictable revenues throughout the year, more efficient bookkeeping, and 
greater confidence in meeting its financial commitments.   
 
This congregation is blessed to have Tom Blatt as our Financial Secretary.  He has served as the 
Financial Secretary to this congregation for almost as long as most of us can remember.  Tom, 
we thank you for your unwavering dedication to this call.  It is impossible for us to know how 
many hours you give each week to attend to the details of recording our contributions, and 
making sure that we all receive envelopes and statements in a timely fashion.  We thank you. 
 
We also thank Jeanne Olinger for organizing, coordinating, administering the Saint Nicholas 
Blood Drives.  These blood drives are open to the community and provide the opportunity for all 
to donate to this important life-saving ministry.  Please participate in the next Saint Nicholas 
blood drive. 
 



The Adopt-a-Highway program is a community service in which Saint Nicholas has been 
honored to participate.  Glenn Wolfgang has been dedicated to ensuring that we do our part to 
fulfill our commitment to the program.  Thank you, Glenn, for all that you do with this 
community ministry. 
 
I have been serving as the ministry sponsor of Stewardship since 2002.  It was a call that I heard 
loud and clear for many years.  I now feel that I am being called to serve the Lord and Saint 
Nicholas in other ways.  I would like to thank you for allowing me the privilege of serving as 
sponsor to the ministry of Stewardship.   
 
With God’s Love, 
Debbie Bang 
 
“The measure you give will be the measure you get back”. (Luke 6:38) 



 
 
 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION – 2007 

YOUTH AND FAMILY LIFE MINSTRY 
 
The Ministry of Youth and Family Life has expanded greatly during the course of the last year.  
New groups have formed providing many more avenues for fellowship while nurturing the needs 
of families within our congregation.   The following is a list of our teams. 
 
Adults’ Night Out – Lead by John and Pat Hofmann, this group provides evenings out for 
couples and singles to enjoy adult fellowship in social surroundings, usually local restaurants. 
 
Care Meal Group – Headed by Ann Wolfgang, this team provides support to families who are 
in need of assistance during challenging times. 
 
The In Crowd – Our High School Youth Group has maintained a high level of activities all 
year, ranging from Wednesday evening bible study, retreats, work camp, trips, etc. 
 
Kitchen Management Group – A new group has met this year and developed rules and 
guidelines for kitchen use. 
 
Sunday Morning Hospitality Group - Originally headed by John and Pat Hofmann, it has 
taken numerous teams of people to replace them.  We now have Coffee Set Up, Hospitality, 
Clean Up and Garbage Teams to help meet the Sunday morning fellowships needs. 
 
Special Events Group – Amare Merz handles arrangements for our special occasions, such as 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, Easter Morning Social, Confirmation Reception, and Welcome 
and Goodbye Receptions. 
 
Men’s Softball Team – Tom Blatt organizes and coaches the team.  You can play or come be a 
fan, both provide great enjoyment. 
 
Women in Service to Christ (WISC) – Headed by Linda Dorr.  This women’s group has plenty 
of activities going on including dinners, socials, prayer time, gift making and service projects. 
 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter Team – Kim and David Berche handled arrangements for these 
weekend events. 
 
Young Families Group – Nancy Campbell organizes these gatherings for families with 
preschoolers. 
 
The Second Thursday Lunch Bunch – Headed by Kay Aronhalt, this group meets monthly at 
local restaurants for lunch and fellowship. 
 
The Yada Yada Book Group – Meets monthly to discuss the current selection. 
 
 
 



The Young at Heart – This very new group meets occasionally for lunch and a movie. 
 
Fabulous Fridays – This monthly event was formed to provide families with a relaxing fun 
evening of fellowship.  We have expanded it to include National Night Out, the Fall Festival, the 
Hanging of the Greens and upcoming will be the Bible Bowl and Cupid’s Café. 
 
Stephen Ministry – This ministry has grown this year by adding 2 additional ministers this fall, 
bringing our total of caregivers to 8.  A total of 9 received care in 2007.  They are available to 
provide care and support where needed. 
 
Mary Jo Gebhardt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION – 2007 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC MINISTRY 
 
In 2007, we have seen growth in our music program at Saint Nicholas, in personnel as well as 
equipment.  We were able to make some improvements to our sound system.  We also now have 
a team leader for Sing and Rejoice.  Lisa Churchill has continued her enthusiastic involvement in 
worship by taking on this role, as well as doing the research and arranging for the new sound 
system equipment.  Some modifications were made to the Sing and Rejoice service as well, and 
the singers are getting even better.  I hear many positive comments from those who regularly 
attend that service. 
 
The children’s choir is also still going strong.  They sang at several services during the year.  We 
enjoyed a joint anthem with them and the chancel choir on Palm Sunday, and Lisa and I are 
looking into other possibilities for joint ventures.  With added singers from the Sunday School, 
the children’s pageant was exceptionally excellent in 2007.   
 
We had many special services this year, from groundbreaking marking the final service for 
former bishop Theodore Schneider, to a memorial service for founding member Earl Westphal, 
as well as the annual blessing of the animals and healing services.  As I talk to musicians from 
other churches, I am always impressed at the variety of worship opportunities we offer here at 
Saint Nicholas.   
 
The chancel choir has maintained at about the same count as last year, gaining a few and losing a 
few.  There is always room for more singers at the 9 am and the 11:15 services, so please don’t 
think that we don’t want you to join us! 
 
For the 9 am service, we began using Setting 2 from the new hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, in Advent.  It is going very well.  We will use it until the beginning of Lent.  We 
purchased the CD ROM that allows us to use the settings and service music and have just 
acquired the rights to download hymns as well.  You can expect to see some of them showing up 
in the future! 
 
There are too many people whom I should thank, and I fear that I will overlook someone, so, to 
all of you who sang, played, read, “ush-ed,”  baked, poured, cleaned, counted, lighted, folded, 
copied, printed, selected, rehearsed, laundered, or anything else that helped make Worship and 
Music such a pleasure in 2007 – thank you! 
 
Jean Wolf 
Sponsor 
Worship and Music 




